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There are 
so many 
reasons 
why I 

look forward to 
each Illinois ACDA 
Summer Re-Treat. 
When we began 
holding a summer 
convention it was 
purposely spelled 

as Re-Treat to signify that we are treating 
ourselves to a wonderful experience in the 
middle of July.
 What a treat it is to learn new things.  
We were taught so ably by Tim Brown, Karen 
Brunssen and David Brunner. Tim shared 
musical ideas and way to approach a new 
piece of music. Karen shared wonderful vocal 
techniques and inspired us all to keep our 
voice in shape (I’m ready to start voice lessons 
again!). David inspired us to think about our 
musical roots and shared his creative spirit  
with us. 
 What a treat it is to sing with other fine 
musicians. The director’s chorus is about the 
only time during the year that I can actually 
experience what my singers do when rehearsing 
and performing. Reading sessions, especially at 
Tommy’s, are fun and always generate a few 
new ideas for me each year.
 What a treat it is to hear fine music. Will 
we ever forget Karen’s “Bon Apetit” and the 
guest appearances by Diane Hires and Ron 
Kiesewetter. And the chance to hear Northern 
Illinois University Chamber Choir under the 
baton of Eric Johnson before their tour to 
England was like frosting on the cake!

 What a treat to be a part of an organization 
that honors it’s own. This year’s Harold 
Decker Award winner, Bob Boyd, represents 
all that is good about our profession and our 
organization. 
 And finally, what a treat it is to get together 
with friends, old and new. Some of you I have 
met for the first time and others I have known 
for years but I enjoy talking and learning from 
all of you. 
 In case you missed the Re-Treat this year, 
we have listed the reading session music in this 
issue and included a few pictures. Remember to 
treat yourself next summer.
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repertoire & 
standards Chairs 

Boys Choir 
Open

Children’s Choir  
Emily Ellsworth 
Glen Ellyn Children’s 
Choir 
ellse@earthlink.net 

College/University 
Choirs 
Laura Lane
Knox College 
Llane@knox.edu

Community Choirs   
Steve Szalaj 
Richard F. Bernotas 
School
sjszalaj@d47.org
 
ethnic & mC 
Elizabeth Zobel 
Blackburn College 
ezobe@blackburn.edu

Two-Year Colleges 
Barbara Zachow
Parkland College
bzachow@prairienet.org 

show/Vocal Jazz 
Choirs 
Donna P. Tallman
DPTall@aol.com

middle school & 
Junior high Choirs 
Beth Best
Hill Middle School
Beth_Best@ipsd.org
 
male Choirs 
Brian Kunstman
Villa Grove HS
bkunstma@kaneland.org

music & worship 
Dan Wagner
andante147@ 
comcast.net

senior hs Choirs   
Janet McCumber 
Villa Grove HS
vghs2001@yahoo.com 

women’s Choirs 
Elizabeth Kurowski
Woodlands Academy of 
the Sacred Heart
ekurowski@
woodlandsacademy.org

Youth and student 
Activities 
Guy Forbes
Millikin University
gwforbes@mail.millikin.
edu

Compostition 
Competition 
Paul Laprade
Rock Valley College
particella@sbcglobal.net

web master
Paul Wiens
Wheaton College
Paul.Wiens@wheaton.edu

membership
Jim McCullough
St. Charles East HS
james.e.mccullough@
d303.org

ImeA rep
Joy Schertz
Princeton HS
jschertz@phs-il.org

Il-ACdA    
district Chairs 

north suburban 
Keith Cox 
Antioch Community HS
kcox@D117.org

north Central 
Carolyn Kellert
Galesburg HS
ckellert@roe33.k12.il.us

east Central 
Leslie Manfredo
Mahomet-Seymour HS
lmanfredo@ms.k12.il.us 

Chicago 
David Baar
Providence-St. Mel School
davidjbaar@aol.com 

south suburban 
Phillip Spencer
Joliet Junior College
pspencer@jjc.edu 

northwest 
John Hurty
Augustana College
muj-hurty@augustana.edu 

south Central 
Chet Alwes
University of Illinois
calwes@uiuc.edu 

south 
Jeff Wilson
Greenville College
jwilson@greenville.edu

For more detailed  
contact information, 
consult our website:
www.il-acda.org

leTTer from The edITor

The Conductor’s Podium is the official publication of the 
Illinois American Choral Director’s Association. It is published 
three times a year, using the following deadlines.

Fall issue:  Copy deadline August 15
Winter issue:  Copy deadline January 1  
Spring issue:  Copy deadline March 1

Send all materials to Mary Hopper (mary.hopper@wheaton.edu)
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Advertising rates  

size rate
1/8 page (business card) 40.00
1/4 page 70.00
1/2 page 120.00
full page 200.00

dimensions
full page: 7.5” wide x 8.5” high
1/2 page horizontal: 7.5” wide x 4” high
1/2 page vertical: 3.5” wide x 8.5” high
1/4 page: 3.5” wide x 4” high

format
Best format is a one color black (can include grayscale 
images) high resolution pdf with embedded fonts. 

Dear Colleagues,

It’s hard to believe the summer is over but I always find it exciting to see my 
students again and get going with new music as the fall semester begins. I came 
back from our Summer ReTreat with a bag full of tips and literature. If you missed 
the ReTreat this year you can read about it in Eric’s article and get a look at the 
repertoire we covered. 

This is our year for a fall convention and I hope to see many of you October 20 
and 21. If you have questions about how to ask for release time to attend the 
convention, Beth Best has written a fabulous article with tips for talking with your 
administrator. This line from her article sums it up  “… your response is: “I can’t 
afford to go.” As a choral director, you can’t afford not to go!” I encourage you to 
take charge of your time and your growth as a choral conductor.

Mary Hopper

In memoriam

J. mark Beaty (1957-2006)
Our membership is deeply saddened by the passing of our friend and colleague Mark Beaty on 
May 3 in Sterling, Illinois due to complications from leukemia. His musicianship, humor and 
caring for others were Mark’s hallmarks. Mark will long be remembered by his students at 
Sterling High School where he taught upon graduating from Illinois Wesleyan University.  
He served IMEA in various capacities including All-State Choir and Honors Choir chairperson 
and was a frequent guest-conductor and clinician throughout our state. Last summer his 
Canterbury Singers performed at the ACDA ReTreat. A “Celebration” of Mark’s life was held  
in the Fieldhouse of the Sterling High School on May 7 with a tremendous outpouring of 
students, former students, parents, choral colleagues and community members. Illinois choral 
music has lost a true friend.
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Re-Treat 2006 photo album

Il-ACdA would like to congratulate ChrIsToPher m. wAlTers, 
winner of the 2006 Il-ACdA composition contest with “weary with 
Toil”. Christopher is a graduate of Emory University, where he majored in 
Choral Conducting, and studied voice, piano and organ in his undergraduate 
years at Vanderbilt University. He is currently a choral music teacher at 
Jacksonville (IL) High School, and spent this summer working as a choral 
apprentice for the Berkshire Choral Festival. As winner of our contest, 
Christopher received a premiere of his work by the IL-ACDA Directors’ 
Chorus and a monetary award of $1000.  The IL-ACDA Composition 
contest will continue in 2007,  with submissions due on March 15th, 2007. 
Guidelines will soon appear on the IL-ACDA website (www.il-acda.org). 
We urge you and fellow musicians to submit new compositions to help us 
support the art of choral composition in Illinois.
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dr. Brad holmes

2006 IllInoIs ACdA fAll ConVenTIon

friday, october 20 & saturday, october 21, 2006 

first Presbyterian Church, 615 west Jefferson Avenue, wheaton, Illinois

Register Now!

sessions with dr. Tim stalter 

The convention will also feature sessions by Dr. Tim Stalter of the University of Iowa.  
Dr. Stalter is a tremendous singer, conductor and a remarkable person who will lend great insight 
into music making for any age or experience level. Session offerings also include reading sessions for 
middle school/junior high, High School, music in worship and new music, and interest sessions form 
multi-cultural issues to jazz to conducting! The convention also features performances by Wheaton-
Warrenville South High School, Norwich Cathedral, England, Millikin University, and the Music in 
Worship Honors Choir directed by Dr. Brad Holmes. This is truly a wonderful opportunity to continue 
to grow and learn from some of the finest clinicians and musicians! Please check the IL-ACDA website 
(www.il-acda.org) for a schedule of events for the Fall Convention and registration information! We 
hope to see you in Wheaton this October!     

music in worship honors Choir 

Illinois-ACDA is proud to offer a wonderful 
opportunity for Church Choir members of any 
denomination! This October 20th and 21st IL-ACDA 
will be hosting our bi-annual Fall Convention at First 
Presbyterian of Wheaton. The Honors Choir this 
year will be made up of church choir members from 
churches across our state. The choir will be directed 
by Dr. Brad Holmes of Millikin University. Dr. Holmes 
will bring an incredible energy and wealth of rehearsal 
techniques that can be utilized by one and all. The 
music will be learned during the convention so there is 
no extra rehearsal time to take away from your busy 
schedule. We hope that you will consider joining us on October 20th and 21st at First Presbyterian 
Church in Wheaton for this amazing opportunity to work with Dr. Holmes and join the many musicians 
who make music an important and fulfilling part of their lives!  

dr. Tim stalter

Please view the information on the form on the next page and if you have any questions,  
call ron Kiesewetter at 708-783-1012. 

Illinois 
American Choral

Directors Association

2006
Fall Convention

Featuring: Tim Stalter, University of Iowa
Performances by:

Music & Worship Honors Choir, director, Brad Holmes
 Norwich Cathedral Choir

Wheaton Warrenville South High School
Millikin University 

October 20-21, 2006
First Presbyterian Church of Wheaton

615 West Jefferson Ave.
Wheaton, Illinois
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Registration Form
IL-ACDA Fall Convention 2006

October 20 and 21

Last Name_______________________________________________________________

First Name_______________________________________________________________

Home Address____________________________________________________________

City,State,Zip____________________________________________________________

Home Phone_______________________Work Phone____________________________

E-Mail__________________________________________________________________

Registration Fees:   On or before Sept.20  After Sept 20th

ACDA Member  $95.00_________   $ $120.00_________
Non ACDA Member $160.00________   $185.00___________
Student ACDA Member $0.00__________   $0.00_____________
Retired ACDA Member $45.00_________   $50.00____________
Family Members  $45.00_________   $50.00____________

        Total enclosed $______________   $_________________

Make checks payable to IL-ACDA and return by Sept. 20th 2006 to: Todd Cheek 
                                                                                                             1110 Bailey Drive
                                                                                                              Pontiac, Illinois 61764

If you have any questions please contact Todd Cheek @ 815-844-9954

• All registrants must be members of ACDA.  The non-membership price includes a 
one-year membership fee of $65.00.

• Single day registration is available at the registration table at a rate of $60.00 per day.
• Due to the increased cost of securing the printed music, only early registrants will be 

guaranteed reading session music.  Late registrants will be accommodated to the best 
of our resources.  

• Please indicate which reading session music packets you would like to pick up at 
registration by placing an (X) next to the reading session name. You will only receive 
music for the sessions you indicate. 

_____ 1. Junior High/middle School reading session

_____2. High School reading session

_____3. Church Music reading session

_____4. New music reading session

Timothy Stalter

Timothy Stalter is director of Choral Activities and conducts 
Iowa’s premier choral ensemble, Kantorei, and summer 
opera. He also teaches advance conducting and administrates 
the graduate program in choral conducting.  He received his 
doctorate from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in choral 
conducting under Robert Fountain, his master’s in choral 
conducting from the University of Illinois at Urbana under Don 
Moses, and his undergraduate degree in voice performance form 
Goshen College.  In addition to conducting and teaching choral 
music, Dr. Stalter is active as a tenor soloist in the United States 
and abroad, specializing in music of the Renaissance, Baroque 
and Classical periods.   Dr. Stalter has also recorded as soloist 
with Robert Shaw on two compact discs released on the Telarc 
label.  

Brad Holmes

Brad Holmes holds the DMA in choral conducting from Arizona 
State University.  Associate Professor and Director of Choral 
Activities at Millikin since 1991, Dr. Holmes teaches conducting 
and choral methods in addition to directing the University Choir 
and Millikin Men.  He has been a guest conductor for festivals 
throughout the Midwest including All-State choirs in Iowa, 
Indiana, Minnesota and Illinois.  During his recent sabbatical, 
Dr. Holmes served as a Visiting Fellow at Wolfson College of 
Cambridge University and was invited to conduct the Clare 
College Choir and the Wolfson College Choir for evensong 
performances.  Under his direction, the University Choir of 
Millikin has been invited to sing at the regional convention of 
the American choral Directors Association as well as state MEA 
conventions in both Indiana and Illinois.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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See page 6  

for the  

music in worship 
honors Choir 

participation form.



2006 fall Convention music in worship honors Choir Participation form

* Include this form for each church. 
 * We ask that you send a balanced quartet (Soprano-Alto-Tenor –Bass) plus you may add 

one or two additional singers per quartet of the voice part of your choice.  
 * We ask that the singers be of High School age or older.   

Name of Church or Organization________________________ Phone_____________

Street Address______________________________________________________________

City/State___________________________________________ Zip_______________

Email_____________________________________________________________________

SINGERS NAMES

Soprano____________________ Alto____________________

Tenor______________________  
 Bass____________________

Additional Voice part(s) and Name(s)___________________________________________

Soprano___________________ Alto_____________________

Tenor_____________________  
 Bass_____________________

Additional Voice part(s) and Name(s)___________________________________________

Soprano___________________ Alto_____________________

Tenor_____________________  
 Bass_____________________

Additional voice part(s) and Name(s)___________________________________________

deadlines, Payments and mailing Information
Illinois ACDA must receive this information by October 1st. There is a charge of $15.00 
per participant and may be sent in with this form or paid upon arrival. We must have the 
form by October 1st. Checks are to be made payable to Il-ACDA. 

mail this form and payments to:
Todd Cheek
IL-ACDA Treasurer
1100 Indiana Avenue
Pontiac, Illinois 61764

worship honors Choir 
rehearsal and  
Performance Times

rehearsal schedule  
will be as follows:  

friday, october 20 
6:00 pm–7:30 pm

saturday, october 21 
9:00 am–noon

dress rehearsal  
1:30 pm–2:00 pm

We ask that you be prompt for 
each rehearsal, however, we do 
understand that work schedules 
and traffic issues may cause 
tardiness. Please make every 
effort to be on time.  

Performance
The performance will be the 
Highlight of the Convention and 
it begins at 3:00 pm Saturday, 
October 21st.  

music
The participation fee covers 
the cost of the music and it is 
yours to take with you at the 
conclusion of the concert. Music 
(4-5 songs) will be handed to 
each member of the choir when 
they arrive on Friday evening.  

dress
The rehearsals will be informal 
and we ask that you dress 
comfortably!! For the concert 
we ask that you wear your robe 
from your church choir.  If you 
do not have a robe there will be 
robes available for the concert.  

directions
The convention and all the 
events corresponding to the 
convention will take place at 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Wheaton, 615 West Jefferson 
Avenue, Wheaton Illinois. Driving 
instructions as well as hotel and 
food information will be sent as 
soon as forms are received. 
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The ACDA Fall Convention is 
scheduled for October 20 and 21, 
2006, at First Presbyterian Church 

in Wheaton. You’ll find more details 
elsewhere in this edition of The Podium, 
but I can attest that it will be a valuable, 
educational, and enjoyable time for all. Now 
you’ve checked the dates on your calendar, 
and your response is:  “I can’t afford to 
go.”  As a choral director, you can’t afford 
not to go!  You can afford the time:  your 
students will lose you for one day, but 
they will gain a great deal more from you 
when you come back with new ideas, new 
music, and a reinvigorated teacher. You can 
afford the money:  the convention costs are 
minimal, and can be taken off your taxes as 
professional expenses. It is well worth the 
investment in yourself as a musician.
 If you have had difficulty in convincing 
your administration to let you go to a 
conference, here are some ideas that might 
help.
1.  Check your district contract: Make 

sure you know your contract, especially 
“release days”. Most school districts 
have a provision for teacher professional 
days, release for conferences, 
observation days, etc. Know your rights!  
If the contract seems a little fuzzy, 
check with your union representatives 
for clarification.

2.  Continuing education credits: The 
State of Illinois requires all of us to file 
continuing education plans in order to 
renew our certifications every five years. 
All ACDA conventions present a variety 
of workshops for which you can earn 
CPDU’s. Administrators are aware of 
the state mandate, and are expected to 
assist in fulfilling it.

3.  Talk to other teachers: Ask other 
teachers in your building and district 
how they handle going to conferences. 
Contact other music teachers from 
outside the district and get tips from 
them. If they are planning to attend 
the same conference, try carpooling or 
sharing rooms to help defray the cost.

4.  Create a plan: Ask the following 
questions and write down your answers 
to share with your administrator.

 what can you learn that you can use 
directly with students?  
You can pick up warm-up and rehearsal 
techniques from watching Honors Choir 
rehearsals. You can learn literature and 
even teaching techniques from reading 
sessions.
 what can you learn that fulfills your 
own professional development goals?  
Most ACDA sessions include information 
on vocal pedagogy, conducting techniques, 
classroom management, repertoire, staying 
healthy while meeting the demands of 
being a school choral conductor…..the 
possibilities are endless!
 what can you learn that renews you 
as an educator and a musician?  
Often, the most valuable things I take 
away from a conference are the contacts 
I’ve made, the common bonds I’ve formed, 
and a sense of refreshment. You owe it to 
yourself and your students to be able to 
find the excitement in making music that 
sometimes gets lost in the minutiae of 
taking attendance, writing passes, making 
and returning phone calls, posting grades, 
checking e-mail (does this sound like you, 
or is this only my world?)

 Now that you have all of this in place, 
first apply for the days off. Fill out the 
proper forms in plenty of time. It’s possible 
your administrator will just sign them, 
and you’re good to go!  If not, make an 
appointment with your administrator. Talk 
to him about your goals for yourself and 
your students. Show him the conference 
brochure, and give some specifics about 
conference offerings that can help you 
achieve those goals. If he says that the 
school district will not pay your expenses, 
remember they are tax deductable.  
 If he balks at your absence, discuss the 
CPDU’s and the contractual professional 
days. Explain what other districts allow 
and require of their teachers in terms of 
conference attendance. If he still refuses 
to agree to let you take a professional day 
for a conference, then you have another 
decision to make: you could use a personal 
day. In my district, when we apply for a 
personal day, we do not have to give a 
reason for asking for that day off. Again, 
check your contract for your requirements.
 Finally, I have found that I can attend 
conferences much more easily if I show my 
administrator that I am presenting. That’s 
not quite as scary as it sounds!  ACDA 
is always looking for people to present 
reading sessions, or be a part of a panel or 
roundtable discussion. If this is something 
that would interest you, please let me know. 
 I look forward to seeing you all at the 
Fall Convention in October, and the Summer 
Re-treat in July. Both are well worth the 
time and money you spend!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7

The Fall Convention:You Can’t Afford Not To Go  
by Beth Best, Hill Middle School, Middle School R & S Chair
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A t the 2006 ICDA Summer Re-Treat, listeners were moved 
by the performance of the Silvertones, a “senior” chorus 
dedicated to song. For those of us who work with older 

singers, the joy in that experience may not be found in perfect 
execution of the choral score, but in the depth of spirit expressed 
from the hearts of the singers. I am the director of the Rheinischer 
Gesang Verein (RGV), a German men’s chorus in Chicago that 
often refreshes my spirit with their love of life, naturally expressed 
through song. People have asked why I’m motivated to work with 
such a chorus, so I decided to share a little of my experience in this 
article.
 The RGV was founded in 1933, right between two World Wars 
in which Germans and Americans were fighting on opposite sides. 
That fact alone shows the importance of song to this community, 
even though “being German” in America at that time was difficult. 
They celebrated the richness of their culture, recognizing its 
foundational role in American music. Despite lingering anti-
German sentiment, grand choral festivals were held in Chicago in 
1924, 1938, and 1949 that drew together thousands of singers 
from across the country along with world famous soloists and the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra. They were not really so different 
than the National ACDA conventions we attend now except 
that those participants were all amateur singers from German-
American choruses. This dedication to song was so fascinating to 
me that it became my dissertation subject.
 The histories of individual RGV members and their wives are 
even more fascinating. One, now close to turning 100 years old, was 
a founding member. He watched as his countrymen came here only 
to be drafted into the American military, fighting Germans. Others 
were Hitler Youth or brought here as American prisoners of war. 
Whether coming to America seeking economic freedom or running 
from persecution, each has a story to tell, and there is usually 
a song to accompany it. What I have come to love about this 
community of singers is their appreciation of life and the respect 
for all people because of their lifetime of experiences. Nowhere 
can it be seen better than when they sing, no matter if it is on the 
concert stage or with an accordion in a tavern at 2 o’clock in the 
morning.
 Here is just a glimpse into my choir. The RGV rehearses once a 
week for two hours always finishing around a bar at the end of the 
room with German beer and wine. The “Ladies Club” meets once 

Dedicated to Song 
by David Baar

...each has a story to tell, 

and there is usually a song 

to accompany it.
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a month to eat cake and keep the men in line. In August there 
is a memorial service for those who have passed on, followed 
by the annual summer picnic. In September they march in the 
annual German Day Parade and serve food and drinks at the 
annual German Festival. They will perform for Octoberfests, host 
a visiting choir, and perform for official events in Chicago such 
as the Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony. They support, 
by attending or performing with, the local Kinderchor and other 
German-American Choruses, including national 
Sängerfests, as they prepare for their own Spring 
Concert-Dinner-Dance. Meanwhile they will be 
making plans for their next trip, often returning 
to Germany where they inspire audiences with 
forgotten lieder and folksongs.
 The repertoire of the RGV includes classical 
and church music by major German composers, 
lieder (every program includes something by 
Schubert), folksongs and drinking songs. They 
sprinkle programs with American folksongs, 
American patriotic songs, and an occasional 
novelty or musical theater selection. Keeping 
German culture alive comes first, but at the same 
time they take pride in their choice of citizenship, 
since our members are truly “German-American.”  
They want to remember the culture, but also the 
quality of music they have experienced over a 
lifetime. My singers will yell at each other across the room “don’t 
you see that pianissimo sign, it is right there in the score?” If the 
music does not inspire, the ladies will let us know without delay. 
As you may be able to tell, I could go on about the RGV. Needless 
to say, I really enjoy working with this “senior” chorus. Their 
dedication to song inspires me. 

RSV concert in 1936

RSV spring concert 2003

June 1938 picnic



director’s Chorus 
Timothy Brown 
Clare College, Cambridge

“Libera nos, salva nos” 
John Sheppard, SSAATTB, 
Collegium Music CCS 206

“Agnus Dei”  
Emma Lou Diemer, SATB, 
Santa Barbara SBMP 381

“Cantate Domino” 
Vytautas Miskinis, SAATBB, 
Carus-Verlag  CV7.324

“Weary with Toil”  
Christopher Walters, SATB, 
manuscript—2006 ACDA-
Illinois Choral Composition 
Contest winner

“Sometimes I Feel Like a 
Motherless Child”  
from Feel the Spirit, arr. John 
Rutter, SATB (Mezzo),  
Hinshaw HMB 231

“Spanish Carol”  
from Two Spanish Carols, arr. 
Andrew Carter, SSATB,  
Oxford X396

“Steal Away”  
arr. Timothy Brown, SATB, 
Encore Publications (Kent, 
England)

“Sakura” 
arr. Timothy Brown, SATB, 
manuscript

Treble Choir 
Beginning and Intermediate 
high school

“We Hurry with Tired 
Unfaltering Footsteps”  
Bach/Rist, SA,  
Galaxy GM 904-13

“Cantate Domino” 
Pitoni/Greyson, SSA,  
Bourne ES 5A

“Gia il sole dal Gange” 
Scarlatti/Sieving, SSA,  
Santa Barbara SBMP 571

“Goodnight, My Someone” 
Wilson/Stickles, SSA,  
Frank F300

“Las Amarillas” 
Mexican folksong/Hatfield, 
SSA, Boosey & Hawkes  
OCTB 6784

“Lollipop” 
Ross & Dixon/Emerson, SSA, 
Jenson 40326033

“Cieleto Lindo” 
Mexican folksong/Harlow, SSA, 
Santa Barbara SBMP  571

“A Red, Red Rose” 
Douglas Wagner, SSA,  
Somerset  SP 806

“Stopping by Woods on a 
Snowy Evening” 
Ruth Artman, SSA,  
Shawnee B0494

“Weep No More” 
Childs, SSAA,  
Santa Barbara SBMP 249

“Hello Girls” 
American folksong/Pfautsch, 
SSA, Lawson Gould LG 52453

“Lift Thine Eyes” 
Mendelssohn/Siegmeister/
Ehret, SSA, Bourne 076218

“Dirait-on” 
Morten Lauridsen, SSAA,  
Peer Music  0051248

Chestnuts 
Americana Theme

The following titles were “read”  
by Re-Treaters at the 2006  
Re-Treat and recommended  
to the membership for 
programming in the future:

“The Promise of Living” 
Aaron Copland, SATBB, Boosey 
and Hawkes  OCTB 5020

“Shenandoah” 
arr. Douglas Wagner, SATB, 
Lorenz H397

“Sure on this Shining Night” 
Samuel Barber, SATB,  
Leonard 50308930

“Lamb of God” 
arr. F. Melius Christiansen, 
SATB,Augsburg Fortress 
0800652592

“Sometimes I Feel” 
arr. Shaw/Parker, SATB 
(Mezzo), Alfred 939587

“When the Saints Go  
Marching In” 
arr. John Rutter,  
Hinshaw HMC-1143

“With a Voice of Singing” 
Martin Shaw, SATB,  
Schirmer 8103

“The Road Not Taken”  
Randall Thompson, SATB,  
E.C. Schirmer 2485

“Choose Something  
Like a Star” 
Randall Thompson, SATB,  
E.C. Schirmer 2487

“Steal Away” 
arr. Jester Hairston, SATB, 
Bourne 125306

“Ain’t Got Time to Die” 
arr. Hall Johnson, SATB (T), 
Leonard 50305670

Music from Summer Re-Treat 2006
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Take time to 

explore these 

rich resources.



All-state Chorus

“Ascribe to the Lord” 
Rosephanye Powell, SSAA, 
Gentry 08739257

“Gabi, Gabi” 
arr. William Powell, TTBB, 
Leonard 08703359

“A Boy and a Girl” 
Eric Whitacre, SATB,  
Leonard 08744627

“O Whistle and I’ll  
Come to Ye” 
arr. Mack Wilberg, SATB, 
Hinshaw HMC 649

“Gate Gate” 
Brian Tate, SSAATB, 
Earthsongs S-100

“Walk in Jerusalem” 
arr. Rollo Dilworth, SATB, 
Leonard 08744360

honors Chorus

“How Lovely is thy  
Dwelling Place” 
Johannes Brahms, SATB, 
Leonard 50295550

“Bogorditse Devo” 
Arvo Part, SATB,  
Universal UE30410

“Bogorditse Devo” 
Sergei Rachmaninoff, 
SSAATTBB, Earthsongs R-03

“Songs of a Young Man” 
Richard Nance, TTBB,  
Hinshaw HMC 807

“I Will be Earth” 
Gwyneth Walker, SSA,  
E. C. Schirmer 5025

“Alleluia”, Paul Basler, SATB, 
Colla Voce 36-20116

Intermediate high school

“David’s Lamentation”  
Billings/Siegmeister, SATB, 
Carl Fischer CM6572

“Domine Fili” 
Martini/Banner, SAB,  
Hinshaw HMC 1967

“Drop Thy Still Dews of 
Quietness” 
Paul Carey, SATB (fl),  
Kjos 9048

“The Holly, She Bears a Berry” 
arr. James Clemens, SATB, 
World 8668

“Lamentations of Jeremiah” 
Randall Stroope, SATB, 
Alliance 0356

“No Time” 
arr. Susan Brumfield, SSAA, 
Colla Voce 21-20260

“Salmo 150” 
Ernani Aguiar, SATB, 
Earthsongs S40

“Set Me as a Seal Upon  
Your Heart” 
David Childs, SATB (tbn), 
Santa Barbara 210

“Star in the East” 
arr. John Peterson, SATB,  
Kjos 9052

“The World’s Desire” 
Eleanor Daley, SATB,  
Alliance 0606

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11

Advanced high school

“Ave Maria” 
Guy Forbes, SSAA,  
Alliance AMP 0671

“Beside the Still Water” 
Rollo Dilworth, SATB,  
Santa Barbara 607

“The Gift to be Simple” 
arr. Robert Schaefer, SATB, 
World Library 008687

“Hallelujah” (Mount of 
Olives) Ludwig von Beethoven, 
SATB,Boosey &Hawkes  
M-051-45180-7

“I Want Jesus to Walk  
with Me” 
Alice Parker, SATB, 
Morningstar MSM-50-6058

“I Wonder as I Wander” 
arr. Robert Boyd, SATB,  
Colla Voce 15-96520

“No Rocks a-Cryin’” 
arr. Rollo Dilworth, SATB, 
Leonard 08711307

“Rosa Mystica” 
Chrysogonous Waddell, SATB, 
World 007222

“Sing Me to Heaven” 
Daniel Gawthrop, SATB, 
Dunstan House DH9109

“Wayfarin’ Stranger” 
arr. Robert Boyd, SATB,  
Colla Voce 15-96550

“The World is Too Much  
With Us”, Philip Silvey, SATB, 
Santa Barbara 508

College reading session

 “Acappella in Acapulco” 
Anders Edenroth, SSATTB, 
Leonard 08500284

“A Boy and a Girl” 
Eric Whitacre, SATB,  
Leonard 08744627

“The Conversion of Saul” 
Randall Stroope, SSAATTBB, 
Alliance 0530

“Hymne a la Vierge” 
Pierre Villette, SATB,  
Leonard 50561443

“In Time of Daffodils” 
David Dickau, SATB,  
Leonard 08501564

“Lo, How a Rose e’er 
Blooming” 
arr. Jan Sandstrom,  
Leonard 08500322

“Lord, If I got my Ticket” 
arr. Stacey Gibbs, SATB, 
Leonard 08739725

“Mid-Winter” 
Bob Chilcott, SATB,  
Oxford 0-19-343194-7

“Otche Nash” 
Nikolai Golovanov, SATB, 
Musica Russica VI-79

“Salve Regina” 
A. Desenclos, SATB,  
Leonard 50560725

“Suita Scurta” 
Alexandru Pascanu, SATB, 
Murica Romanica SRCM-0100

“She Walks in Beauty” 
Eric Barnum, SATB,  
Hinshaw HMC-2045
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I
magine this… It’s your first year 
as choral director at Guysdon’tsing 
Junior/Senior High School. You are 
excited to get off to a good start, 

and you can’t wait to meet your first choral 
ensemble. The students begin to shuffle in, 
and they have the same sense of excitement 
and anticipation as you do for the upcoming 
year. But soon you realize that there are 
approximately thirty female students and 
only four male students. The bell finally 
rings and you look into the eyes of the 
eager female students, and the somewhat 
apprehensive guys. You immediately think 
to yourself, how are we ever going to attain 
a well-blended sound when there simply 
aren’t enough guys? More importantly…

where are the guys?
In reality most boys are not attracted 
to a choir class. If it were not for the 
kindness and persistence of my elementary 
music teacher, I would have dropped out 
of choir in middle school. In spite of this 
encouragement, peer pressure combined 
with a less than exciting choral experience 
left me bored with singing in middle school. 
As a result, I am keenly aware of the 
reasons male students stop singing, or for 
that matter never begin. 
 How can we build a tradition of positive 
experiences for young boys when there 
are so few in the choirs at the start of the 
year? My professor of choral methods in 
college forewarned me about how difficult 

Where  
are the guys? 
by Bryan Kunstman,  
Kaneland High School,  
Male Choir R & S Chair

it is to recruit and told us stories about 
recruiting in the cafeteria line. Little did I 
know that a great deal of my success as a 
choral director would hinge on this ability 
to recruit new singers. 
 I am constantly finding myself talking to 
students and asking them 
if they have considered 
singing in choir. Due to 
my unique background, I 
have been able to recruit 
several students into the 
choral program from our 
athletic teams. While 
in high school, I was a 
three-sport athlete and 
in college I continued 
to compete as a hockey 
player. Currently I am 
a sophomore football coach at our high 
school, while also being the sole choral 
director in our building. My students see 
that it is acceptable to be involved in 
both athletics and music. I have had the 
opportunity to recruit anywhere from two 
to six male singers in each of the last five 
years I have been teaching. While this 

number might not seem huge, it has allowed 
me to consistently have 20 male singers in 
each of our mixed ensembles. 
 It’s amazing where you can find singers 
if you look. This year alone, three of our 
new male singers joined mid-year after 

conversations I had with 
them in the weight room. 
When you hear a student 
singing along with the 
radio, matching pitch, and 
switching with ease from 
their chest to head voice, 
you can’t help but try 
to get him to join choir. 
Interestingly enough, it 
is the new students who 
infuse my ensembles 
with enthusiasm, and 

who come willing to try anything. This lack 
of inhibition allows them to progress very 
rapidly, and many have become leaders of 
the choir in as little as one or two years. 
 Do you have to be an athletic coach 
to recruit new singers into your choral 

my students 
see that it is 
acceptable to  
be involved in 
both athletics  
and music.

—continued on page 13
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program? Of course not. Simply making it a point to 
be visible at athletic events, showing support for the 
athletes, and taking any opportunity that presents itself 
will allow you to begin the process. In the end the only 
mistake is not seeing the potential in those students 
simply because they are athletes. The guys are there, 
and I have found that they are willing and excited to 
participate in choir. Sometimes it just takes a little 
initiative on the part of the director to welcome new 
students into the choral ensembles. 
 For me, success as a choral teacher is counted as 
the ability to expose as many students as possible to 
the wonderful world of choral music. It also means 
being able to expose students to quality choral 
literature, and to have them learn to appreciate that 
music. The end goal is that each student will become a 
lifelong connoisseur/performer/listener of choral music. 
Sometimes that journey starts in the cafeteria line or 
in the weight room. 

hAPPY reCrUITIng!

where are the guys?
—continued from page 13

Organization of American Kodály Educators
A Taste of Kodály

33rd National Conference
Chicago, Illinois - March 22-24, 2007

Menu
Mini Conference          Elaine Quilichini and the Calgary Girls Choir

        Kodály Techniques in the Choral Setting

Keynote Speaker               Weston Noble
         Internationally-Known Conductor & Clinician

Conference Location                          The Palmer House Hilton

Opening Concert           Chicago Childrenʼs Choir
       Conducted by Josephine Lee
            and the 
            Ars Nova Vocal Ensemble 
     Kecskemét, Hungary
    Conducted by Dr. Katalin Kiss
                                          
National Childrenʼs Choir  Conducted by Emily Ellsworth

National Youth Choir   Conducted by Gabriella Thész

National Concert Choir   Conducted by Jeffery Redding

Performance at the Orchestra Hall at Symphony Center

The Kitchen Staff
National Conference Business Director          
Nancy Johnson - njohnson@owatonna.k12.mn.us

Conference Program Chair     
Kirk Olson - kolson@usd259.net

OAKE National Office - Administrative Director           
Joan Dahlin - 1612-29th Avenue South, Moorhead, MN 56560
218.227.6253   oakeoffice@oake.org
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Performing Opportunities
at North Central College

Concert Choir
Women’s Chorale
Women’s Chamber Ensemble
Naperville Chorus
Opera Workshop
Music Theatre Production
Vocal Jazz Ensemble
NCC Express Show Choir
Concert Winds
Chamber Winds
Percussion Ensemble
Brass Quintet
Big Band
Jazz Combos
Chamber Jazz
Pep Band

North Central 
College Fine Arts 

Auditions

February 10th, 2007

February 17th, 2007   

March 3rd, 2007

At North Central College, 
being well rounded 

doesn’t mean 
losing your musical edge.

NORTH CENTRAL COLLEGE  •  30 NORTH BRAINARD ST.  •  NAPERVILLE, IL  •  800-411-1861

When we say music is central at North Central College, 
it means that we expect you to build a full and complete 
life around your musical study. Students choose from 
majors in Music, Music Education or Jazz Studies – but 
also dance, act, explore, study abroad, volunteer, mentor, 
pole vault, and pursue countless other passions.

Our location, in downtown Naperville, just 40 minutes 
by train from Chicago, makes it easy to enjoy, perform 
and do great works.

Call 800-411-1861 to discover more about 
our programs in music. Or visit us online at 
www.northcentralcollege.edu.

NCC_Music_Flute_7x8.indd   1 8/16/06   4:24:09 PM
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Check out our IL-ACDA website  www.il-acda.org

Mark your calendars NOW for our Summer Re-Treat 2007 – July 11-13
Headliners – Joseph Flummerfelt • Linda Spevacek • Rick Bjella 

Summer Re-Treat 2006 Director’s Chorus


