
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DO NOT 
READ THIS 
ARTICLE 
if you are 

completely satisfied 
with the way you teach 
and see no need for 
improvement in the 
sound of your choirs. 
But if you suspect it 

might be helpful to find some new ideas to make 
your choirs sound better, or if you just need 
some fresh inspiration, pencil July 11-13 onto 
your calendar and plan to attend the 2007 
IL ACDA Summer Re-Treat.
 Most of us do choral music because of 
memorable choir experiences in our younger 
years. One of the highlights of our ACDA 
ReTreats is the re-creation of those experiences 
under master conductors such as Anton 
Armstrong, Sigrid Johnson, and Tim Brown. This 
summer we have the privilege of singing under 
a choral legend, JOSEPH FLUMMERFELT. 
Musical America’s 
2004 Conductor of 
the Year, Maestro 
Flummerfelt’s 
musical artistry 
has been acclaimed 
in the world’s 
concert halls for 
nearly 40 years. 
He is founder and 
musical director 
of the New York 
Choral Artists, artistic director of Spoleto 
Festival USA, and for 33 years was conductor 
of the world-renown Westminster Choir. Now 

retired from Westminster Choir College, he 
continues to oversee the choral life of the New 
York Philharmonic. 
 Widely known as a master teacher, Maestro 
Flummerfelt has long worked with both gifted 
students and established professionals in this 
country and around the world. His Westminster 
Symphonic Choir was continually praised for 
its power of expression, colorful nuance, robust 
rhythmic intensity and elegant balance. As 
conductor of the Directors’ Chorus at the 2007 
ReTreat, Maestro Flummerfelt will pass on to 
us priceless technical and artistic suggestions 
from his long and rich life of conducting.
 This summer we will address the needs 
of elementary-middle school specialists in 
reading sessions, interest sessions, and through 
headliner LINDA SPEVACEK. Ms. Spevacek 
is one of the most 
sought after judges, 
workshop and reading 
session clinicians in the 
country. Her dynamic 
clinic presentations 
cover a variety of topics 
including vocal technique, 
creative programming, 
teaching musical 
sensitivity through 
literature, recruiting and 
teaching boys, and success with the non-singer.
 Ms. Spevacek has worked extensively with 
elementary, junior and senior high school 
choirs, community choirs, and church choirs of 
all sizes and denominations. She has sold more 
than 7 million copies of over 700 published 
compositions and arrangements. We will all 
benefit from Ms. Spevacek’s experience and 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

The Conductor’s Podium is the official publication of the 
Illinois American Choral Director’s Association. It is published 
three times a year, using the following deadlines.

Fall issue:  Copy deadline August 15
Winter issue:  Copy deadline January 1  
Spring issue:  Copy deadline March 1

Send all materials to Mary Hopper (mary.hopper@wheaton.edu)
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Dear Colleagues,

Life is so full of opportunities. I have just returned from New 
Zealand where I participated in a Choral Conducting Summer 
School sponsored by the New Zealand Choral Federation. 
In many ways it resembled our ReTreat with a director’s 
chorus and streams of reading sessions, lectures and panel 
discussions. 100 conductors from elementary schools through 
university gathered to learn and gain experience in conducting. Their small country has 
some wonderful musicians but very little opportunity for conductors to study and grow 
— most of the universities don’t even have a choir! It made me realize how fortunate  
we are in the opportunities we have to learn from so many different masters in our field. 

This summer we have some of the leading choral conductors in the U.S. as our headliners 
at the summer ReTreat. Let me encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity.

Speaking of opportunities — be sure to check out all the choirs and conductors 
representing Illinois at the National ACDA Convention in Miami. Congratulations to all. 
Bravo!

Mary Hopper
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For more detailed contact information,  
consult our website: www.il-acda.org



understanding of children and how their  
voices work.
 Rounding out the group of headliners is  
RICK BJELLA, Director of Choral Studies at 
Lawrence University Conservatory of Music in 
Appleton, Wisconsin. A dynamic choral clinician, 

he has guest 
conducted over 
350 festivals and 
workshops in 25 
states, including 
four All-State 
choirs. Ensembles 
under his direction 
at Lawrence have 
performed at state, 
regional, and national 
music conventions. 
His experience 

prior to coming to Lawrence includes ten years 
of high school teaching, during which time his 
choirs consistently received top ratings. Professor 
Bjella’s unflagging energy, positive attitude, 
original teaching methods, and technical mastery 
will inspire and recharge directors of all types of 
choirs.
 And to relax on Thursday night, we will listen to 
An Octave Above, one of Chicago’s top a cappella 
jazz ensembles. Duain Wolfe, music director of the 
Chicago Symphony Chorus, calls them “a group 
of cracker-jack singers who deliver electrifying 
performances.” This year the Directors Chorus 
will also sing on Thursday night, allowing more 
ReTreat participants to perform in the group’s 
final concert. 
 If you have never attended an ACDA ReTreat 
before, don’t put it off any longer. One of the 
many benefits of attending the ReTreat is the 
opportunity to share experiences with other 
directors in a relaxed, non-competitive setting. 
Lots of reading sessions and chances to browse 
through our exhibitors’ collections of choral music 
can help you plan your year. Brochures will be 
mailed out in January with all of the details.  
I hope to see you there!
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Headliners for 2007 Summer ReTreat
—continued from page 1

CHORAL COMPOSITION CONTEST

> Win $1,000 
for your choral composition!

Composers with a creative voice and clear compositional ability 
are invited to enter a new choral composition contest — with a 
$1,000 prize. The winning composition will be premiered by the 
Director’s Chorus of IL-ACDA, a mixed adult chorus.

Entry Deadline is April 15, 2007
Sponsored by IL-ACDA, Dr. Eric Johnson, President

Who may enter: 
Composers who are aged 18 or older by April 15, 2007.

Requirements: 
A work for mixed SATB chorus between approximately 3-8 minutes  
in length.

Entry Materials: Four copies of the full score   
Award:  $1,000

Entry Forms and Specific Details are available at: 

www.il-acda.org/repertoire.htm

Additional Information can be obtained at:
www.il-acda.org
E-mail: p.laprade@rockvalleycollege.edu         
or write to: 

Paul Laprade
Chair, Illinois ACDA Choral Composition Contest  
Rock Valley College
3301 North Mulford Rd.
Rockford, IL 61114-5699 
p.laprade@rockvalleycollege.edu

announcing...
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PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
IL-ACDA SUMMER RE-TREAT 2007
ILLINOIS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS
JULY 11-13, 2007

Last Name____________________________________________
First Name____________________________________________
Home Address_________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________
Home Phone___________________________________________
Work Phone___________________________________________
E-mail_______________________________________________

Registration Fees: On or before After
6/1/07 6/1/07

ACDA Member (facility fee included) $110.  ___ $135.___
Non-ACDA Member* $195.  ___ $220.___
Student ACDA Member** $0.      ___ $0.    ___
Student Non-Member** $40.    ___ $45.  ___
Retired ACDA Member $60     ___ $65.  ___
Family Members (no music packets) $45.    ___ $50.  ___
Meal Package*** (meals on campus) $50.    ___ $60.  ___
Banquet Fee (without meal package) $18.    ___ $18.  ___
Extra Music Packet(s) ($5. each) $_______ $_______

TOTAL ENCLOSED $_______ $_______

*All registrants must be members of ACDA.  The non-ACDA 
member price includes a one-year membership fee of $85.  The 
student non-ACDA member price includes a one-year student 
membership fee of $40.  Single-day registration is available at the 
registration table at a rate of $50 per day.
**the registration fee is waived for students, but a $10 music fee 
will be assessed for the reading session music packets.
***The on-campus meal package includes the following:
    Wednesday: Lunch, Dinner
    Thursday: Lunch, Dinner
    Friday: Banquet
    (hot breakfast buffet is included in the Hampton Inn fee)
****Due to the ever-increasing cost of securing printed music, 
ONLY EARLY REGISTRANTS are guaranteed reading session 
music packets.  Late registrants will be accommodated to the best 
of our resources.
****Music Packets – Choose Five
Registration cost includes 5 reading session packets (students 
must pay a $10 fee), plus a Directors Choir packet and a Chestnut 
packet.  Additional packets may be purchased for $5 per packet.  
Indicate with an x below which 5 packets you wish to receive plus 
any extra packets, and include cost for extra packets in registration 
fee.
___a. Intermediate HS/Middle ___e. Advanced HS/College
___b. Children’s/Elementary ___f. Multi-Cultural/Ethnic
___c. Vocal Jazz  ___g. All-State
___d. Music in Worship

Are you willing to serve as a reading session accompanist?
___Yes ___No   If yes, for which R & S area(s)?___________

Mail form and check by June 1 to:

  Todd Cheek
  Pontiac High School
  1100 East Indiana Ave.
  Pontiac, IL 61764 

Make checks payable to IL-ACDA.
No refunds after June 1, 2007.

Questions?
Contact Todd Cheek at: tdcheek13@hotmail.com

HOUSING INFORMATION
IL-ACDA SUMMER RE-TREAT 2007
ILLINOIS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS
JULY 11-13, 2007

Due to renovation on the Illinois Wesleyan campus this 
summer, we will not be able to stay in the college dor-
mitories.  We have reserved a block of rooms at the new 
Hampton Inn at 320 S.Towanda Avenue near the campus 
for $95 (plus 12% tax) per room per night, and the price in-
cludes a hot buffet breakfast.  The rooms contain two queen 
beds, and rooms may be shared by up to four persons for 
the same room price (and all persons sharing the room are 
entitled to breakfast).  Arrangements must be made directly 
with the hotel at:

Hampton Inn
320 S. Towanda Avenue
Bloomington, IL 61761
(309) 452-8900

Mention the IL-ACDA Re-Treat for the special price.  The 
price will be available through June 26.

GRADUATE CREDIT
Summer Re-Treat 2007 will be offered for graduate credit.  
Information will be available at registration.  We are an ap-
proved CPDU provider.  Any questions contact:

Karyl Carlson at (309) 438-2012 or kkcarls@ilstu.edu

Partially funded by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council,
a state agency.

Illinois Wesleyan University
1312 Park Street

Bloomington, Illinois

Ill
in

oi
s-

A
m

er
ic

an
 C

ho
ra

l D
ire

ct
or

s A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n

Jo
hn

 Jo
st

, P
re

si
de

nt
-E

le
ct

M
us

ic
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t
B

ra
dl

ey
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

Pe
or

ia
, I

L 
61

62
5

IL
-A

C
D

A
 S

um
m

er
 R

e-T
re

at
Il

lin
oi

s 
W

es
le

ya
n 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
Ju

ly
 1

1-
13

, 2
00

7 

P
re

-R
eg

is
tr

at
io

n

4

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

the conductor’s podium  |  winter 2007

Illinois
American Choral

Directors Association

Joseph Flummerfelt
Linda Spevacek
Richard Bjella

July 11-13, 2007

ummerS
  ReTreat

Featuring

PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
IL-ACDA SUMMER RE-TREAT 2007
ILLINOIS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS
JULY 11-13, 2007

Last Name____________________________________________
First Name____________________________________________
Home Address_________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________
Home Phone___________________________________________
Work Phone___________________________________________
E-mail_______________________________________________

Registration Fees: On or before After
6/1/07 6/1/07

ACDA Member (facility fee included) $110.  ___ $135.___
Non-ACDA Member* $195.  ___ $220.___
Student ACDA Member** $0.      ___ $0.    ___
Student Non-Member** $40.    ___ $45.  ___
Retired ACDA Member $60     ___ $65.  ___
Family Members (no music packets) $45.    ___ $50.  ___
Meal Package*** (meals on campus) $50.    ___ $60.  ___
Banquet Fee (without meal package) $18.    ___ $18.  ___
Extra Music Packet(s) ($5. each) $_______ $_______

TOTAL ENCLOSED $_______ $_______

*All registrants must be members of ACDA.  The non-ACDA 
member price includes a one-year membership fee of $85.  The 
student non-ACDA member price includes a one-year student 
membership fee of $40.  Single-day registration is available at the 
registration table at a rate of $50 per day.
**the registration fee is waived for students, but a $10 music fee 
will be assessed for the reading session music packets.
***The on-campus meal package includes the following:
    Wednesday: Lunch, Dinner
    Thursday: Lunch, Dinner
    Friday: Banquet
    (hot breakfast buffet is included in the Hampton Inn fee)
****Due to the ever-increasing cost of securing printed music, 
ONLY EARLY REGISTRANTS are guaranteed reading session 
music packets.  Late registrants will be accommodated to the best 
of our resources.
****Music Packets – Choose Five
Registration cost includes 5 reading session packets (students 
must pay a $10 fee), plus a Directors Choir packet and a Chestnut 
packet.  Additional packets may be purchased for $5 per packet.  
Indicate with an x below which 5 packets you wish to receive plus 
any extra packets, and include cost for extra packets in registration 
fee.
___a. Intermediate HS/Middle ___e. Advanced HS/College
___b. Children’s/Elementary ___f. Multi-Cultural/Ethnic
___c. Vocal Jazz  ___g. All-State
___d. Music in Worship

Are you willing to serve as a reading session accompanist?
___Yes ___No   If yes, for which R & S area(s)?___________

Mail form and check by June 1 to:

  Todd Cheek
  Pontiac High School
  1100 East Indiana Ave.
  Pontiac, IL 61764 

Make checks payable to IL-ACDA.
No refunds after June 1, 2007.

Questions?
Contact Todd Cheek at: tdcheek13@hotmail.com

HOUSING INFORMATION
IL-ACDA SUMMER RE-TREAT 2007
ILLINOIS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS
JULY 11-13, 2007

Due to renovation on the Illinois Wesleyan campus this 
summer, we will not be able to stay in the college dor-
mitories.  We have reserved a block of rooms at the new 
Hampton Inn at 320 S.Towanda Avenue near the campus 
for $95 (plus 12% tax) per room per night, and the price in-
cludes a hot buffet breakfast.  The rooms contain two queen 
beds, and rooms may be shared by up to four persons for 
the same room price (and all persons sharing the room are 
entitled to breakfast).  Arrangements must be made directly 
with the hotel at:

Hampton Inn
320 S. Towanda Avenue
Bloomington, IL 61761
(309) 452-8900

Mention the IL-ACDA Re-Treat for the special price.  The 
price will be available through June 26.

GRADUATE CREDIT
Summer Re-Treat 2007 will be offered for graduate credit.  
Information will be available at registration.  We are an ap-
proved CPDU provider.  Any questions contact:

Karyl Carlson at (309) 438-2012 or kkcarls@ilstu.edu

Partially funded by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council,
a state agency.

Illinois Wesleyan University
1312 Park Street

Bloomington, Illinois

Ill
in

oi
s-

A
m

er
ic

an
 C

ho
ra

l D
ire

ct
or

s A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n

Jo
hn

 Jo
st

, P
re

si
de

nt
-E

le
ct

M
us

ic
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t
B

ra
dl

ey
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

Pe
or

ia
, I

L 
61

62
5

IL
-A

C
D

A
 S

um
m

er
 R

e-T
re

at
Il

lin
oi

s 
W

es
le

ya
n 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
Ju

ly
 1

1-
13

, 2
00

7 

P
re

-R
eg

is
tr

at
io

n



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5

2007 Summer ReTreat Schedule
WEDNESDAY, JULY 11

8:30-10:00 am: Registration

10:00 am-noon

Richard Bjella: The Joy of Rehearsing I

Reading Sessions:

Intermediate High School/ 
Middle School

Children’s/Elementary

Vocal Jazz

Exhibits

1:30-5:30 pm

Directors Chorus I —  
Joseph Flummefelt

Reading & Breakout Sessions:

Music in Worship

Advanced High School/College

Linda Spevacek: Teaching Musical 
Sensitivity through Literature

Directors Chorus II

Exhibits

7:00-8:30 pm

Directors Chorus III

8:30 pm

All-State Reading Session

Roasting the Chestnuts: Folk Songs

Social time at Tommy’s

THURSDAY, JULY 12

8:30 am-noon

Linda Spevacek: The Director as  
  Voice Teacher

Directors Chorus IV

Exhibits

1:30-5:30 pm

Reading & Breakout Sessions:

Multi-Cultural/Ethnic

Linda Spevacek:  You Got the Gals,  
Now Get the Guys

Cherilee Wadsworth-Walker: Off     
the Page: an Intuitive Approach to    
Improvisation

Richard Bjella: The Joy of Rehearsing II

Directors Chorus V

Exhibitors Party

(Thursday schedule continued)

7:30-9:15 pm

Concert

Directors Chorus

An Octave Above*

9:15 pm

Social Time at Tommy’s

FRIDAY, JULY 13

8:30 am-noon

Breakout Sessions:

Sacred Music in the Public Schools:  
a Symposium

Richard Bjella: Conductors’ Tune-Up

Marty Swisher: Warm-ups for Young 
Voices: Not Just a Bag of Tricks

Richard Bjella: Three I’s that  
Don’t Include Me

Joseph Flummerfelt:  
Director Talk-Back

12 noon

Banquet and Decker Award

1:30-2:15 pm

Open Board Meeting

*AN OCTAVE ABOVE, a superb young 
vocal jazz octet from Chicago, will 
entertain us at the Thursday evening 
concert. Duain Wolfe, music director of 
the Chicago Symphony Chorus, writes,  
“An Octave Above certainly lives up to 
its lofty name — a group of cracker-
jack singers who deliver electrifying 
performances that appeal to many 
different kinds of audiences, even those 
of us who value such fine details as pitch, 
rhythmic precision, and clarity of text.”

Organization of American Kodály Educators
A Taste of Kodály

33rd National Conference
Chicago, Illinois - March 22-24, 2007

Menu
Mini Conference          Elaine Quilichini and the Calgary Girls Choir

        Kodály Techniques in the Choral Setting

Keynote Speaker               Weston Noble
         Internationally-Known Conductor & Clinician

Conference Location                          The Palmer House Hilton

Opening Concert           Chicago Childrenʼs Choir
       Conducted by Josephine Lee
            and the 
            Ars Nova Vocal Ensemble 
     Kecskemét, Hungary
    Conducted by Dr. Katalin Kiss
                                          
National Childrenʼs Choir  Conducted by Emily Ellsworth

National Youth Choir   Conducted by Gabriella Thész

National Concert Choir   Conducted by Jeffery Redding

Performance at the Orchestra Hall at Symphony Center

The Kitchen Staff
National Conference Business Director          
Nancy Johnson - njohnson@owatonna.k12.mn.us

Conference Program Chair     
Kirk Olson - kolson@usd259.net

OAKE National Office - Administrative Director           
Joan Dahlin - 1612-29th Avenue South, Moorhead, MN 56560
218.227.6253   oakeoffice@oake.org



Singing with expression, with 
meaningful phrasing, is one of the 
most important things we teach our 

choirs to do. You might be thinking, “Wait!  
I’m working really hard to teach my group 
to sing the notes and rhythms correctly, how 
to pronounce the text, and to do all this 
with a beautiful sound. Now you want me 
to think about expression, too???” I would 
say: yes. Expression is just as important as 
all of those other things, and maybe even 
more important. Perfect rhythm, pitch and 
diction will not move your audience or your 
singers. The best way to coax your choir to 
sing expressively AND to involve them in the 
music, AND to really communicate to the 
audience is to focus on the text. 
 Here are some practical ways to improve 
your choir’s expression using text.

1.   TExT ACCENTS
 To create phrasing, emphasize the strong 

syllables of words. Everyone agrees that 
this is very important in Renaissance 
music; I think it’s important in every 
style. When your group sings with text 
inflection, the audience understands 
the meaning of the text better. But we 
all know that good composers also 
design their melodies in such a way that 
important pitches of the phrase fall on 
strong syllables. Bring these out, and you 
improve your phrasing.

      Teach the text accents when you first 
teach the text to your choir. In a Latin 
piece such as Hassler’s “Verbum caro 
factum est,” for example, teach the Latin 
with an extreme Italian accent!  The 
students in the Knox College Choir love 
to imitate my accent: my exaggeration 
of the strong and weak syllables makes 
them laugh, but more importantly sticks 
in their heads when we sing the piece. 

2.  CONSONANTS
 Sometimes, the sounds of the words 

themselves lead to articulation that fits 
the meaning of the words. For example, 
in Peter Philips’ “Surgens Jesus,” 
the text for the triple section, “Gavisi 
sunt discipuli viso Domino,” can be 
translated: “The disciples rejoiced at 
the sight of their Lord.” Having your 
choir sing with strong consonants brings 
out the joy of the text and makes this 
section really dance! 

 Don’t say:  “Louder Consonants” 
 Do say:  “Love your consonants” 
 “Intense consonants,” 
 “Taste the consonants,” 
 “Sing the word in a way that makes it 

sound like the meaning of the word.”    

3.  STRONg WORDS WITHIN  
THE PHRASE

 Find the most important word in the 
sentence, and crescendo to and away 
from it. I’m not talking about sudden 
dynamic shifts, or accents, but a subtle 
give and take. This creates phrasing 
and line, and brings out the meaning of 
the text. In example 2, from Britten’s 
“The Evening Primrose,” from “Five 
Flower Songs,” I have marked places 
where I have done subtle crescendos 
and decrescendos. You can do this with 
almost any piece. 

      Challenges: 
In a piece that 
is rhythmically 
difficult for the 
choir, such as 
Chilcott’s “The 
Shepherd’s 
Carol,” the singers 
will tend to accent 
everything in 
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Text:The Key to Expressive Singing
by Laura Lane

their effort to get the rhythm right. As 
soon as they know the rhythm, you must 
guide them away from this accenting 
and encourage them to bring out certain 
words with subtle changes of dynamics. 

4.  OVERALL MEANINg, OR MOOD 
 What do the words mean? Who is 

speaking these words? Is there a story 
here? What kind of mood does that 
create? What kind of sound or color 
do we want for this mood? The opening 
words of “The Shepherd’s Carol”, are: 

We stood on the hills, Lady, our day’s  
work done,

Watching the frosted meadows that  
winter had won.

The evening was calm, Lady, the air so 
still,

Silence more lovely than music folded  
the hill.

There was a star, Lady, shone in the 
night, 

Larger than Venus it was, and bright,  
so bright. 

  Who is speaking? It appears to be 
one of the shepherds. Who is “Lady”? 
It could be the Virgin Mary. So I’m a 
shepherd, telling my story—how do I 
feel about this Lady? Reverence, awe? 
Can you put that feeling into your sound 
as you sing? 

      A different example of changing your 
sound to reflect the text can be found 

in Britten’s “Marsh Flowers,” from 
Five Flower Songs. How does the 

speaker of the poem feel about 
these ugly, foul-smelling plants? 

Disgust? Try spitting the 
consonants out as if you 

are disgusted—it works!  
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5.  USINg TExT TO CHANgE  
YOUR SOUND EVEN MORE 
— TO CREATE STYLE

 A choir can make many different 
sounds. Part of your job as the 
conductor is to decide which sound 
is right for each piece. For Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s Finale from “The 
Gondoliers” or a Bruckner motet, 
you might want a full-throated 
operatic tone with an operatic 
approach to consonants and vowels. 
For a Moses Hogan spiritual, 
you probably want to add some 
darkness, but you’d also want to 
deemphasize the consonants and 
relax some of the vowels. For a 
contemporary piece by Britten 
or Chilcott or Eric Whitacre, you 
might want a fairly clean sound, 

with vibrato but very focused on 
clarity, so that the dissonances are 
in tune. It’s up to you how much 
to emphasize the consonants, 
whether to flip the R’s and 
whether to go for American or 
British vowels. Your choices will 
affect the sound. For a vocal jazz 
tune, you might try a straight 
tone, very relaxed consonants, and 
natural, American vowels. 

      For each piece that you are 
teaching, try thinking about text 
accents, consonants, emphasis of 
key words, the mood of the text, 
and style. If you’re not sure what 
sound is appropriate for what 
piece, experiment and listen.  
Your ears will tell you!
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2006 ILLINOIS ACDA FALL CONVENTION HIgHLIgHTS

Friday, October 20 & Saturday, October 21, 2006 

First Presbyterian Church in Wheaton, Illinois

Illinois 
American Choral

Directors Association

2006
Fall Convention

Featuring: Tim Stalter, University of Iowa
Performances by:

Music & Worship Honors Choir, director, Brad Holmes
 Norwich Cathedral Choir

Wheaton Warrenville South High School
Millikin University 

October 20-21, 2006
First Presbyterian Church of Wheaton

615 West Jefferson Ave.
Wheaton, Illinois
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Tim Stalter engaged in  
conversation with a student

Convention Chair 
Ron Kiesewetter and 
Headliner Tim Stalter

Brad Holmes  
in rehearsal

John Jost giving us hints  
about working with strings Beth Best leading a  

middle school reading session

The Milliken Choir performing
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Northern Illinois University
School of Music

Eric A. Johnson, D.M.A.
Director of Choral Activities
ejohnsn@niu.edu
Mary Lynn Doherty, Ph. D.
Choral Music Education
mdoherty@niu.edu

Voice Area Faculty
Orna Arania, Soprano
Nancy Henninger, Soprano
Myron Myers, Bass
Brett Mitchell, Opera Workshop
Diane Ragains, Soprano
Robert Sims, Baritone
James Tucker, Opera Workshop

Degree programs include
• Master of Music in choral conducting
• Master of Music in vocal performance
• Bachelor of Music in vocal performance
• Bachelor of Music in choral music education
• Bachelor of Arts 
• Performer’s Certificate in Music 
• Summer Master of Music in Music Education program

www.niu.edu/music
NIU Choral experiences
Performance opportunities 
• International touring
• Concert Choir
• Chamber Choir
• University Chorus
• Opera Workshop

Now accepting applications for Graduate 
Assistantship conducting university choir. 
Priority application deadline March 1. 
Undergraduate talent scholarship 
available.
For detailed information about auditions, 
financial aid, and admissions please contact:
Lynn Slater, Coordinator of  Admissions
School of Music
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, Illinois 60115-2889
(815) 753-1546        lslater@niu.edu

Northern Illinois University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.  Printed by authority of the State of Illinois.  www.niu.edu 10/06 P051

@ NIU 
Choral Music

N070-06 (Choral ad 7.5x8.5)a.ind1   1 10/2/06   3:30:55 PM
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Miami, Florida | March 7-10, 2007
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2007 ACDA National Convention

Congratulations to all Illinoisans appearing at 
the upcoming National ACDA Convention!

• Multicultural Honor Choir Conductor, Rollo Dillworth

Performing Choirs
• Millikin University Choir, Brad Holmes, conductor
• Wheaton College Concert Choir, Paul Wiens, conductor

Interest Sessions
•  Tandem Teaching; Collaboration and the Training of Aging Singers  

Sameetha Raytapati and Jon Hurty, Augustana College

•  Cast Your Nets; Strategies for Establishing High School  
Choral Programs in Worship 
Michael Zemek, Augustana College

•  Need More Rehearsal Time? Try E-Rehearsal  
Tim Fredstrom, Illinois State University

•  Kirche Mechem Retrospective, Kirche Mechem and  
The Western Illinois University Choir,  James Stegall, conductor

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Check out our IL-ACDA website www.il-acda.org

Mark your calendars NOW for our Summer ReTreat 2007 – July 11-13
Headliners – Joseph Flummerfelt • Linda Spevacek • Rick Bjella 


