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2026 Summer ReTreat

IL-ACDA ReTreat Schedule
Normal Community High School
3900 East Raab Road, Normal, IL 61761

**Please park in the smaller lot on the east side of the building - opposite the main entrance.
Due to parking lot construction, this will be the only open lot during the conference. Enter the
building at Doors E or F and you will be in the Fishbow! Lobby.

Wednesday, June 24

8:15 am: Registration Opens/ Coffee & Connections - Fishbowl Lobby & Multipurpose Rooms
9:00 am: Welcome and Introductions - Auditorium
9:10 am: Plenary Session 1 - Auditorium: How to Get Every Tenor and Bass to Match Pitch,
Improve Tone, and Sing With Excellent Intonation.
Composer Dan Davison will give us tips and techniques on how to quickly divide beginning tenors
and basses into parts, achieve a unison in each section, and eventually develop a common
singing range. Appropriate vocal exercises will be given along with instructions on how to affirm
and motivate each individual. Come discover the benefits of having a tenor-bass choir.
10:00 am: Break - move into voice parts
10:15 am: Directors Chorus 1 with Dr. Kristina MacMullen - Auditorium
Experience the joy of singing with your colleagues from around the state! Dr. Kristina MacMullen
of Baylor University will teach us through the literature on rehearsal techniques, philosophy of
score study, and other practical applications to the pieces of music being studied.
11:30 am: Box Lunch from Bandana’s BBQ - Multipurpose Rooms. Sit with affinity groups
12:30 pm: Interest Sessions:
e Making Choir Their Favorite Class - Auditorium
o This presentation from Dan Davison will explore ways to make your rehearsals more
fulfilling for your students. You will discover ways to manage boredom, establish a healthy
teacher-student connection, along with ways to develop your class culture.
e SATB Reading Session - Choir Room 48
o R &R Chairs from High School, College/University, Vocal Jazz, A Cappella, and
Community Choirs will lead this session
e Networking Nest - Multipurpose Rooms
1:15 pm: Break



1:30 pm: lllinois Spotlight - Prof. Sarah Catt, EImhurst University: Program, Practice, and
Perform: All With the Human Spirit In Mind - Auditorium
In this session, we explore how our shared choral experience can and should be a
transformational and human-centered experience for both singers and audiences. We’ll examine
ways to choose repertoire that reflects diverse identities, cultural contexts, and musical
traditions—creating programs that resonate deeply or pique curiosity with our students and
communities. We’'ll discuss rehearsal practices that honor each singer’s individuality and foster
community through culturally relevant, student-centered approaches. Finally, we’ll look at
imaginative performance possibilities that incorporate movement, narrative, and expressive
musicality to elevate the choral experience. This session invites conductors to think inclusively,
lead thoughtfully, and cultivate a choir culture that celebrates connection, creativity, and the
shared human spirit that lives in every song.
2:30 pm: Directors Chorus 2 with Dr. Kristina MacMullen - Auditorium
3:30 pm: Break
3:45 pm: Reading Session with Dan Davison - Auditorium
Dan Davison has specialized in writing music for the middle level and emerging high school
choirs. At this reading session, you will receive a packet containing music for unbalanced
ensembles, TB, SA, and SATB choirs, and music that is “classically inspired”. In addition to
singing through and/or listening to the selections in the packet, Dan will explain the “why” behind
each piece.
4:45 pm: Interest Sessions:
e Teaching with Respect and Understanding: Navigating the Black Sacred Music Tradition
in Predominantly Non-Black Classrooms - Choir Room 48
o Keshena Cisneros-Luckett, Elk Grove High School. In this session, we’ll take a look at
the history and development of several Black sacred music traditions, including field
songs, spirituals, and gospel music, while exploring the similarities and differences
between these styles. We'll talk about the cultural and musical importance of these
genres and share ideas for teaching them in authentic and respectful ways in today’s
choral classroom. We'll also discuss how to support students who may not have grown
up singing this music and how teachers can feel more comfortable, confident, and
prepared when teaching this repertoire.
e Classroom Procedures That Lead to Higher Customer Satisfaction - Auditorium
o Dan Davison will share ideas on how to streamline your classroom routines, including
ways that students can lighten your load. A variety of teaching techniques will be
discussed that will help your class to be orderly and productive, as well as a collection of
ideas that will increase motivation for your students.
e Networking Nest - Multipurpose Rooms
5:45 pm: Travel To Destihl Brewery, 1200 Greenbriar Drive, Normal
6:00 pm: Seating and drink stand opens
6:30 pm: Buffet Dinner is served in the Barrel Room at Destihl Brewery
e Presentations of Partnership Award, Young Director Award, and Harold Decker Award
e Beer Choir and Wine Choir singalongs!



Thursday, June 25:

8:30 am: Registration Opens / Coffee & Connections - Fishbowl Lobby & Multipurpose Rooms
9:00 am: Directors Chorus 3 with Dr. Kristina MacMullen - Auditorium
10:20 am: Break
10:30 am: Reading Sessions:
e Children’s Choir and Junior High / Middle School - Choir Room 48
e Treble Choirs / Bass Choirs / Show Choir - Orchestra Room 50
11:30 am: Lunch from Common Grounds Cafe - Multipurpose Rooms. Sit by Districts 1-9
1:00 pm: Conducting Workshops
e Beginning: Band Room 54 with Dr. Cory Boulton, Bradley University
e Intermediate: Orchestra Room 50 with Dr. Liza Calisesi Maidens, UIC
e Advanced: Choir Room 48 with Dr. Kristina MacMullen and Dr. Laura Lane
2:00 pm: Interest Sessions
e All the Best Stuff - Auditorium
o Dan Davison’s final session will give you the tools to achieve “all the best stuff” in your
choir classroom, including tips and techniques for teaching work habits, how to teach
better interpersonal skills, fostering a culture of affirmation, an introduction to creating a
list of goals that probably aren’t in your state guidelines, and much more. Examples of
outcomes are students who are service oriented, hard-working and honest.
e Benefits and Contracts in Schools - Choir Room 48
o Presented by Amy Branahl, New Trier High School and IL-ACDA President. In this
session, we will take a look at why you should look at your contract language before
taking on a position. We will discuss some of the benefits of your contracts included in
your bargained agreement, FOIA, and your rights when it comes to evaluation and
grievances.

e Network Nest - Multipurpose Rooms
3:00 pm: Break
3:15 pm: Directors Chorus Final Rehearsal with Dr. Kristina MacMullen - Auditorium
4:15 pm: Directors Chorus Concert - Auditorium
4:45 pm: Closing Remarks
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